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APPEARANCES:

Mark A. Tayl or, Chairnman, US Arny Corps of Engi neers
Jeff Coker, Ofice of Surface M ning

Mtch Snow, U S. Fish & Wldlife Service

Russel |l Hunter, W Dept. of Environnmental Protection
John Forren, U. S. Environnmental Protection Agency
Kat hy Hodgki ss, U.S. Environnental Protection Agency

Katherine Trott, U S. Army Corps of Engineers

The Corps of Engineers, U S.
Envi ronnental Protection Agency, U S. Fish and
Wldlife Service, US. Ofice of Surface Mning, and
West Virginia Departnment of Environmental Protection,
joint public neeting was held at 2:00 p.m,
July 24, 2003, at the Charleston Cvic Center,
Charl eston, West Virginia before Mchele G Hankins,

Court Reporter.
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PROCEEDI NGS

MR TAYLOR  Good afternoon.

| would like to welcone you here to the
public hearing on the draft Muntaintop M ning
Programmati ¢ Envi ronnmental |npact Statenent.

We will begin with sone genera
i nformation about the facilities here.

This is a non-snmoking facility. W ask
that you go outside the building to snoke.

Pl ease note the | ocation of the
energency exits. |In the event of an energency,
proceed in an orderly fashion as quickly as possible
to the nearest exits fromthe building.

The restroons for the facility are out
the back doors to the left, and again to the left.

Approxi mately every hour, or so, during
the course of the hearing, we will call for a
five-mnute confort break.

Hopefully this will provide sufficient
opportunities for everyone to take a break, so no one
need m ss any of what is said here today.

As you entered the forum you have
noticed the registration table. W hope that

everyone regi stered as you cane in.
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If by sone chance you didn't, we ask
that you take a nonent to register before you | eave.

Fol ks will no doubt be comi ng and goi ng
throughout the hearing, and this is the only way that
we have to get a reasonable, accurate idea of the
public participation at these hearings.

Even nore inportantly, if you canme in
here today with the intent of speaking at the
hearing, you nust conplete a registration card.

If you plan to speak and haven't already
regi stered, please go back and register as a speaker
now.

If there is anyone who cannot cone up on
the steps to speak here this evening, please let ne
know when you conme forward, assumingly, and | will
bring thema wrel ess m crophone out to the front of
the stage.

Let us all be courteous to the speakers
by turning off our cell phones -- at |east the
ringers on them And be respectful of the speakers,
regardl ess of their point of view

Everyone's point of viewis inportant,
and in fairness to all points of view, please respect

each speaker here tonight.
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As you may al ready know as part of the
Decenber 1998, settlenent agreenent, the agencies
represented here on stage today, agreed to
participate in the preparation of a Programmtic
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent, on the inpact of
mountai ntop mning and its associated valley fills.

The purpose of this Progranmatic EI'S, as
specified in the settlenent agreenent, was to:

" to consi der devel opi ng agency
policies, guidance, and coordi nated agency
deci si on- nmaki ng processes to mninize, to the maxi mum
extent practicable, the adverse environmental effects
to waters of the United States, and to fish and
wildlife resources, affected by nountaintop m ning
operations, and the environnental resources that
could be affected by the size and | ocation of excess
spoi |l disposal sites in valley fills."

In the time period since the settlenent
agreement, the agencies have diligently worked on the
ElS. The agencies' efforts accunulated into the
devel opment and rel ease of the draft EI'S docunent for
public review on May 29th.

The usual review period for a draft EI S

is 45 days.
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However, recogni zing the w despread
interest in the docunent, and the need to provide
sufficient time for the public to work their way
through the conplexities of its content, we have
extended the time frane for review and comment.

In 90 days, the public review and
comment period will end at close of business on
August 29, 2003.

This is the second of two public
hearings in association of the devel opnent of this
docunent .

The purpose of this hearing is to review
your coments on the draft EIS.

We cannot respond to your comments
during the hearing. The coments will just be
transcribed, and we will wite it down in the end as
part of the final EIS.

We are here today to listen to you. To
hear what you have to say relevant to the continued
devel opment of the EI'S docunent.

We recogni ze that many organi zati ons and
i ndi vidual s want to conment. So we have structured
these sessions to offer as many as possible the

opportunity to do so.
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This is a two-part session. The first
session wWill run from2 to 5, and the second from?7
to 11 p.m

So we may be sure that we have provided
everyone who may choose to speak an opportunity to do
so, we must limt your speaking time to five m nutes.

Sone of you nmay have nore conments that
can be addressed in five mnutes; if so, you are
encouraged to subnit these additional thoughts and
comments in witing.

You do not need to speak here to submt
comments. You may subnit witten comments to the
attention of: M. John Forren, U S. EPA 1650 Arch
Street, Philadel phia, Pennsylvania, 19103, through
the close of the comment period, on August 29, 2003.

This address is on the information sheet
that you received at the sign-in register.

We al so have provided a coment box at
the registration table. |f you choose to, you nmay
pl ace your witten comments on the draft EIS, in that
box, and we will see that they are considered al ong
with all other witten and oral conment.

As we continue today this public

hearing, we would like to take a few nmonents to nake
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9
you aware of some ground rules for this hearing and
descri be how we intend to proceed.

As indicated at the sign-in entrance of
the building, for safety reasons, that al
participants that enter the public hearing, we ask
that everyone please refrain frombringing in or
di spl ayi ng signs, banners, posters, into the
bui | di ng.

We ask that you pl ease be courteous of
others that are speaking, and refrain from
expressi ons of support, or opposition, to comments
t he speaker is making.

As we proceed through the hearing, if
you have a need, for whatever reason, to reference
the draft EI'S, or appendices, copies of these
docunents are available for reference in the foyer
or entrance way.

Also, if you did not all receive a CD
version of the draft EI'S docunent, a |imted nunber
of CD's of the draft docunent are available at the
reference table on a first-cone, first-serve basis.

If we run out and you would like to
receive a CD copy, you nmay al so | eave your nane and

address with the person at the reference desk, and a
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CD of the draft docunent will be mailed to you.

As previously stated, in order to speak
at this hearing, you nust register at the
regi stration desk in the foyer, or entrance way,

i ndi cating your desire to speak

If you did not come here intending to
speak, but change your mind during the course of the
hearing, you, too, nust register at the registration
desk.

Qur planned five-mnute confort break,
approxi mately every hour, should provide an
opportunity for you to register to speak, if you
haven't already done so.

You may not register to speak, or give
any portion of your speaking time to anyone el se.

I f you speak, and do not take the ful
five mnutes allotted, we will proceed to the next
speaker on the |ist.

No one person may speak nore than once.
W will be calling out nanmes for those peopl e who
signed up to speak in the order in which we receive
t hem

I will announce each person's nane, as

wel |l as the next nane.
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In order to keep things noving as
efficiently as possible, as a speaker is com ng up on
the podiumto speak, the next person to speak is
asked to nove toward the podiumand sit at the end
over here.

Again, you nust limt your conments to
no nore than five nminutes. At the four-mnute mark
we will hold up a card indicating that you have one
m nute remai ning, so that you begin w nding up your
conment s.

In fairness to everyone who w shes to
speak, when we hold up the card indicating that your
time has expired, please end your coments.

If you have nore conments, or just want
to subnmit witten comments, you nay place themin the
box at the registration table that was provided to
receive any witten comments, or mail themto the
previously identified EPA Phil adel phi a address.

Again, all coments will be transcribed.

We ask those that are speaking to pl ease
speak clearly, loudly enough to be heard, and be
m ndful of the fact that the transcriber is trying to
catch everything you are saying.

If the transcriber is having difficulty
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heari ng or understandi ng what you are saying, they
may stop you and ask you to speak up, or repeat what
you have said.

Pl ease accomuodat e.

We ask that you begin speaking by
clearly stating your first and |l ast nanes and
i ndicating the community and state that you are
from

When transcri bed, the oral conments and
witten corments will be incorporated into a Coment
Sunmary Docunent and will be a part of the final EI'S
docunent .

Al comrents will be considered in
devel opment of the final EI'S docunent.

Copi es of the Comment Summary Docunent
wi |l be avail able upon request in association with
the publication of the final El'S docunent.

Again, | would like to enphasize that we
all be courteous to all the speakers.

The first speaker this afternoon is
M. Bill Rainey, and the second speaker wll be
Ted Hapney.

Wil e those two speakers are naking

their way forward, | would ask each agency
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representative to introduce thensel ves.

MR. TAYLOR: Mark Taylor, Ofice of
Pl anni ng, Corps of Engi neers.

MR COKER | amJeff Coker, Ofice of
Surface M ning.

MR SNOWN Mtch Snow, U S. Fish &
Wldlife.

MR, HUNTER | am Russell Hunter with
the West Virginia Departnent of Environmental
Protection.

MR FORREN: | am John Forren, EPA

M5. TROTT: Catherine Trott, with the
Cor ps of Engi neers.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

MR, RAINEY: Thank you, M. Chairman.

| am Bill Rainey.

| am here proudly representing the
West Virginia Coal Association, from Charl eston,
West Virginia, and other menbers of the EI S
Conmi tt ee.

On behal f of the coal industry here in
West Virginia, | want to conplinent you all and your
agenci es on the trenmendous effort.

Oten criticized, often argued, but a
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huge effort, and a trenmendous undertaki ng, and there
are substantial findings in this report.

| amproud to represent an industry that
is the second-1|eading producer of coal, froma vol une
standpoint, in this nation. And the |eading
producer, from an energy standpoint, in this country.

We have been nobst active in this past
four years in this process assisting the agencies
every time that we were asked. Devel oping data and
studies to validate the scientific portions of this
report.

And overall, the people here today are
proud of what they are doing. They are proud of what
they have done, producing coal here, in
West Virginia.

Using valley fills, nountaintop mning,
under ground mi ning, and conventional contour methods,
they are proud of all that they have done in this
state for 30 years.

The report that is intertwined with the
acknow edgnent that what we have been doing in
West Virginia is right with two fell ow court cases
that have acknow edged that West Virginia and

Kent ucky conpliance with the | aws, and regul ati ons,
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of the United States, as well as the respective
states, Kentucky and West Virginia.

Qur people, all 16,000 of those that
directly dig coal, and the nore than 100,000 of West
Vi rgi ni ans who depend on a nodern coal m ne operating
every day, somewhere in this state, want to continue
to live in West Virginia. They want to raise their
famlies here, they want to continue to hunt in the
nmountains, and fish in the streans of this state.

They can do that, if we continue to mne
coal in this state.

If we ook forward. They cannot;
however, if the wong decision is made in the fina
report.

The EIS is not a side show, |ike the
opponents of the industry are likely to make it.

It is a serious docunent with mllions of dollars of
research, thousands of hours of discussion,
i nvestigation, and anal ysis.

It validates the solid practices of
West Virginia mning over the years. It validates
what is and has been done in West Virginia, as |
said, for the last 30 years.

It calls for consolidation of the
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permitting process to be efficient and meani ngful .

Alternative 3, of the report, wll
establish predictability and dependability of
conpet ence.

Local people. It will allow loca
people to solve and address local problems. It wll
al l ow our people to continue to work, and our
conpanies to continue to invest in West Virginia.

The right decision nust be made to
preserve our people their jobs and their famlies
here in West Virginia.

I ndustry scientists, the best in the
worl d, the ones that have worked side by side with
you agenci es, together, as well as independently,
will provide coments and recomrendations to the
substance of this report.

The bul k of those will be offered at the
second session this evening and they will be
substantive. Also, the witten conments in the
i ndustry will be substantive.

The people you will hear frominitially
are worried about their future, and they are, as
| have said, proud of what they are doi ng, and what

t hey have done.
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They live in Wst Virginia, and they
l[ive in the coal fields. They hunt in the same
nountains they are mning coal from and they fish in
the streams that are receiving the di scharges from
the operation.

They raise their famly on wages from an
honest and | ong day's work.

Pl ease keep in mnd as you listen to
their concerns, and study the scientific data, and
revi ew their outstandi ng operations, that they are
proud West Virginians, bringing this country the npst
stabl e and secure fuel known to man

They are mining Anerica's best friend,
coal. And they are doing it for honeland security,
and they are doing it better than anyone el se.

We are glad that you are here today, and
we are glad that the project is near finished. W
want to get on with what we do best, and that is
m ning coal and in as an environmentally-sound
manner, as anywhere in this world.

The nmen and wonen that you will hear
fromand neet today, are |ooking forward, and they
want a future, and they do this every day, here in

West Virginia.
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| amvery, very, proud to represent
t hem

They are real; their concerns are real
and they certainly do know what they are doing.

Thank you all very nuch for |istening.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Qur next speaker is
Ted Hapney, and the foll owi ng speaker will be
Wesl ey Ball.

MR. HAPNEY: M nane is Ted Hapney.

| amwith United M neworkers.

M. Chairman, first let me thank you,
and nenbers of the panel, to have the opportunity to
speak here.

Since several reports have appeared over
the years in the nedia, inconplete, or inaccurate,

i ndicating the position of the United M neworkers
with regard to nmountaintop renoval

| believe that it will be helpful to ne
to briefly outline our position.

The United M neworkers believe that
protecting our environnent is essential. W have
poi nted out many tines that our menbers live in these
comunities in which mning takes place, and strongly

believe that we have a duty to the future generations



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

19
to protect our environment.

At the same tinme, we nake no apol ogi es
for seeking and pronoting jobs available in mning,
or related to the industry.

After all, these jobs pay on the average
of $50, 000 per year, plus retirement, plus nedica
benefits.

West Virginia is already 49th per
capita. W surely do not want to drive oursel ves
even further into the negative position.

Unfortunately, the debate is often
between two extrene positions, one calling for
abol i shnent of coal mning, and the other one
declaring the type of restrictions of mining that
wi || advantage the power of the people who ruin |oca
streans.

We do not agree with either.

Sone nedi a have suggested that the
United Mne Wrkers, is the only interested in
protecting their nenbers' |obs.

They work on nountai ntop renoval sites.
Make no nistake, that is also inportant to us. As
the statenment of policy nakes clear; however, we

bel i eve that the circunstances is unfounded since we
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al so believe strong environment and comunity
protection.

We do not believe jobs in the -- we
believe -- I'"msorry, we believe that jobs provided
in coal mning are worth fighting for and preserving.

This is particularly true in the econony
in which the sector of jobs are often | ow payi ng, and
wi t hout benefits.

We are proud of our support for such
jobs. At the same tine, we support strong
regul ati ons, and enforcements of them for water
resources, for our communities.

And we believe that famlies living in
these communities shoul d have the protection against
bl asting debris and degradation of community.

We believe that coal conpanies should be
held to the highest standards of protecting us, and
the State and the Federal officials entrusting
enforcement, have no -- excuse me -- have on
occasion, not sufficiently protected our conmunity.

We al so believe that nmany sites
t hroughout West Virginia have historica
significance. Such as, the historical portions of

Blair Mouuntain, and the Stanley fanmly on Kayford
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Mount ai n. These must be preserved, and thus should
be off limits for mning.

The coal industry remains a mainstay of
the mountain state econony.

Coal , and coal -burning utilities,
account for nearly 60 percent of the State's Business
Tax and Revenue, paid by coal conpanies, which rose
nore than 35 percent between 1985, and 1996. At the
same time, the price of West Virginia coal dropped 26
percent .

West Virginia conpani es enpl oyed nore
than 14,000 nminers directly and using the econony
nmultiplier, enployed a Federal governnment -- enployed
by the Federal government, the industry accounts for
nore than 40, 000 jobs.

In nmuch of West Virginia, and portions
of northern West Virginia, the inpact would be
particularly pronounced. |n Boone County, for
exanpl e, nost of the jobs in the work force is
enpl oyed by coal industry.

In the coal counties in the state, over
10 percent of all jobs are directly linked to coa
mning; thus, this is not in the interest of our

menber ship that border the interest of the citizenry
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of the State.

The issues resolved in an equatable tine
and manner. The Union is proudly working --

["msorry.

This Uni on has proudly, historically,
been working on the interest of our nenbers, and on
behal f of the working men and women of the
communities that live here, and we intend upon
uphol di ng our tradition.

MR CHAIRVAN. Sir, your tinme has ended.

MR. HAPNEY: Thank you.

MR CHAIRMAN: M. Wesley Ball

Qur next speaker is Jereny Miller.

MR BALL: Howdy.

My nane is Wesley Ball, and I'ma strip
m ner from Chapmanville, West Virginia.

| ama single parent, with three boys.

| noved in and out of this state for the
| ast 20 years trying to make it here. |1 have a house
that | own, that |I can't live in because | can't
afford to.

If I go south enough, and | see enough
down there -- this environnental thing? You ought to

go down there, and try it, because they are doing the
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same thing. It only affects us because we are noving
coal

It is hard enough to mne it, with the
regul ati ons, and safety, and all the other things,
because you guys is on us. You all are there every
day, you see what we do.

There is nothing we can hide; nothing.

So why? W mne it the best we can.

There is nore game in this state than in
any other tine in ny life.

We hunt, we fish, we live a good life,
and it is thanks to the mining people that we have
been able to recreate this habitat for this gane, to
be able to clean the waters up for the fish -- that

has caused it.

VWen | was a boy, | used to fish a |ot,
and | still do, but not quite as nmuch. There is
still fish everywhere | fish. There is gane

everywhere | hunt.

It ain't hurting nothing.

If nothing else, it's providing a
l'iving.

Like | said, | amtired of noving

south. | have been south so nuch now, that | don't
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even call nyself a West Virginian no nore, and it is
hard to |ive here.

My boys are back here, they are wanting
to grow up, and I amtired of noving.

You folks think it's easy; you want to
end this stuff, stop this nountaintop renoval.

To me, it is black and white, if we are
going to stop it, let's stop it all, everywhere.

Let's not dirty a stream let's live
under rocks and cut the electric. That is how we
ended up.

The point is, if you are going to do it,
i nstead of being a convenient environnmentalist, let's
do it and end it all

| can live under the rock with the rest

of you.
That is how it is.
MR CHAI RVAN.  Jerenmy Muller.
Then the next speaker will be
C ndy Rank

MR, MILLER: M nane is Jereny Miller
| amthe Director of the West Virginia Rivers
Coal i tion.

| came down from El ki ns, West Virginia
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Gentl eman, Ms. Trott, | appreciate your
time.

Mount ai nt op Renoval Coal Mning EIS; is
this a joke?

Seriously, is this a joke?

Agencies were directed by a '98 | awsuit
to report in 2000, to minimze the potential for
adverse individual accunul ative inpacts of mning
oper ati ons.

In 2003, you decide that nore agency
conmuni cation is the answer?

Have you been drinking fromthe Kanawha?

724 mles of Appal achian streans have
been buried. Mre than the distance fromhere to
Phi | adel phia, and you say that agency conversations
will prevent that?

Currently, permits don't limt toxic
netal s.

In one aspect of your EIS, 210
water-quality sanples were taken; 66 of those sanples
docunent ed in-stream viol ations of sel enium

What is seleniun? |t causes nerve
damage, bronchitis, pneunonia, kidney and liver

damage.
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You say discussing this with other
agencies is going to make it right?

Because of insufficient nonitoring
requi renents, agencies and the public have no idea
what pollutants cone off these mine sites and i n what
quantities.

And you say talking is going to fix
t his?

Federal and State regulations clearly
ban waste di sposal as the primary reason for the
Clean Water Act, yet in West Virginia about 4,000 of
our 12,000 coal permts, are for in-stream sedinment
ponds for the sole purpose of waste treatnent.

Better comunication is going to solve
t hat ?

Your EIS states that nearly 2,200 square
mles of forests will eventually be elininated; nore
agency talking is going to fix that?

West Virginia Rivers Coalition conducted
a report on coal mning in April of this year. It
started in March, and we finished it April of 2003.

It | ooks at why coal operations stil
pollute in West Virginia. | believe it cost us 1,200

bucks, and it's 26 pages.
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Yet we cane up with 37 different
reconmmendati ons on how you can minimze the inpact of
nount ai ntop renoval coal mining on West Virginia's
rivers and streans.

You spent $8 nillion, four and a half
years, 5,000-or-so pages, and your recomendation is
better agency comunication?

Again, the original purpose of the EIS
is to mnimze the potential for adverse individua
and accunul ative inpacts of m ning operations.

But instead of tougher regulations, you
guys in the Bush Adm nistration proposed to
stream ine the review of mning permts.

| think this is something that your
agenci es need to talk nore about.

Mount ai nt op renoval coal mning ElS?

This is a joke.

But unfortunately, the joke is on the
coal -field residents, and the citizens of
West Virginia, who use our rivers and streans.

MR. CHAIRVAN: G ndy Rank. Then the
next speaker is Vivian Stocknman

Again, | would like rem nd you that the

panel is not here to answer questions today. W are
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here to listen to your coments.

Al'l questions will be answered in the
final EIS.

Thank you.

Ms. Rank?

M5. RANK: Thank you.

I hope all of the questions will be
answered in the EI S

My nane is nane is C ndy Rank

| speak here today as a representative
of Friends of the Little Kanawha (Fol k), which is a
community group in the mddle of the state.

And | just want to rem nd peopl e who
don't know, or those of you who were around when it
happened -- many years ago -- 1980, we had an EIS in
our area of the country because we were threatened
with 50 years of coal mning that was going to
destroy the waters in the area.

At that time, EPA, in response to a |ot
of armtwi sting and court action, actually, canme in
to do an EIS. And at that tine, the EIS did sone
studi es and cane up with recomendati ons, which we
didn't particularly care for that much, but industry

didn't care for that much either.
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But they were very bold steps, at that
time; precedent-setting.

And when it came tine to agree to, or to
suggest to people that indeed the EPA woul d be able
to conduct a fair and accurate study, and cone out
wi th recomrendati ons that would help not only the
m ners, but also the people who were being noved out
because of the mnes, | said | had only one
reference -- a frame of reference -- and that was
with our EIS.

| said, at least it will give you sone
time, and the agency sone tinme, to consider what had
becone a runaway practice that was destroying |ots of
| ands, and lots of streams, and | ots of people's
hones.

| said that there would be good studies
done, and hopefully sone good recomendati ons.

Unfortunately, | don't think that this
ElIS has fulfilled -- what | would consider -- half
promi ses made to ne, and to the people who wanted to
enter into the agreenent to do this EIS.

True, there are good studies that have
been done, and | think sone of themare going to be

referred to in the future many, nany, tines.
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But unfortunately, the recomendati ons,
and the alternatives that have been proposed, | think
only further the level of frustration of the
conmunities involved, and to the good people in this
audi ence to go to the people in the communities who
have been intim dated, and won't cone to these kinds
of hearings, and the frustration | evel on both sides
of the fence is going to be increased, and not
pl acated by anot her -- however many years -- of
discussing it, and trying to figure out problens,
based on a limted discussion in the communities to
the fanmilies who even if they don't mine the coal
live in those communities, and have for a | ong, |ong,
time, and have to nove because of the damage to their
hormes, and because of the fills that are above them
and to the waters that have been destroyed.

I think at |east sonme of the people in
this room-- even though they will not say so -- know
that there is danage bei ng done, and know that this

EISis not going to help resolve sone of the

probl ems -- nost of the problens -- that are out
there -- fromthe damage to the waters, and to the
hores.

W will be submitting conments |ater on.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

31

W woul d al so ask that if there is a
possibility of extending the conment period a nonth,
we woul d request it, because it certainly is alot to
di gest.

One of the things that we will be asking
ourselves as we continue to | ook through this EIS, is
that what is the purpose of the Cean Water Act, and
what are the goals of the Surface Mne Act?

I think we have a tendency to forget
t hat .

And if | could read fromthe C ean Water

Act, the objective of the act is to, restore
and maintain the chenical, physical, and biol ogica
integrity of the nation's waters."

The Surface M ne Act, the purpose of
this act is to, ". . . establish a nationw de program
to protect society and the environnent fromthe
adverse effects of surface coal mning operations."”

And in | ooking at the purpose of those
two acts, we will continue to ask ourselves:

Does this EIS fulfill, or take us closer
to those goals, rather than just nediocre carrying on

things the way they are, or backsliding?

My initial inpression, and probably our
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comments, will go to the latter

This EI'S, in fact, does not take us
closer to the goals of either of those Acts, and in
the process of doing so, we continue to have the
disruption to the famlies, and to the hones, as well
as to the mners in the State of Wst Virginia
Kentucky, Virginia, and east Tennessee.

Thank you.

MR CHAI RMAN:  Vivian Stockman

The next speaker will be Liz Garl and.

M5. STOCKMAN: | am Vivian Stockman of
the Onio Valley Environmental Coalition, which is
based in Huntington.

And it mght surprise sone of you to
know t hat we have disabled mners and retired mners
anong our nenbers.

I would also Iike to ask for an
extension of the witten coment period.

| am opposed to this destruction of
community, forests, streanms, and ground water that is
euphem stically | abel ed, nountaintop m ning.

The draft EIS utterly fails to address
nount ai ntop renoval's devastating toll on nountain

cul ture.
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The draft EIS also fails to address
nount ai ntop renoval 's effect on human health. There
will be nore people here tonight tal king about this
and these points, and we will provide nuch nore
detail in our witten coments.

In an eco-cidal act, the Bush
Admi ni stration has ignored the science in the EI' S,
and is naking recomrendati ons that discard scientific
fact in order to appease his canpai gn donors.

Some in the administration, and the coa
i ndustry, believe that they can use the term "Ilow
cost energy" to justify any destruction of the coal
fields.

But politics cannot |ong ignore
scientific reality. W have been paying, and we wll
continue to pay the extrene ecol ogi cal and financia
toll of mountaintop removal coal m ning.

For instance, there is reoccurring
fl oodi ng. And we now have consultants who are
recomendi ng t hat people nove out of their ancestra
hones and nei ghborhoods in order to avoid the floods.

Let's pretend for a nonment that EISis
only about jobs and econom c devel opnent, as the coa

industry would like us to believe.
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The EIS fails to consider an alternative
scenario, where mners are put to work cleaning up
abandoned mne lands. There is a |ot of nobney
sitting around for that kind of work.

It also fails to consider a scenario
where alternative energy research, devel opnent, and
manuf acturing are pronoted in the coal fields.

Last year a study shows that 11
m dwestern states could create nore than 200, 000 j obs
and $5.5 nmillion for workers, by transitioning to
truly cleaner alternative energies.

If we just took some of the noney that
we spent on subsidizing the coal industry, and
cleaning up its messes, we could do rmuch to bring
alternative-energy plants into the state.

| magi ne jobs that |eave an intact
envi ronnmental | egacy for our children.

The draft EIS fails to consider the
nonet ary val ue of eco-system services to the current
and future econony.

A d- school econom cs put no val ue on
eco- system servi ces.

The energing field of ecol ogica

economics is replacing the ol der, discredited



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

35
Enron-styl e school of economics.

According to the Stanford Report,
eco-system services are:

"The processes through which natura
systens support human life, by purifying air and
wat er, detoxifying and deconposi ng waste, renew ng
soil fertility, regulating clinmates, preventing
droughts and floods, controlling pests and
pol I enati on plants."

"Wat er sheds nay be anobng the nost
mar ket abl e of all ecosystens, because they provide
potential services such as water purification and
flood control ."

Scientists have found that:

"The services of ecol ogical systens are
critical to the functioning of earth's |ife-support
system They continue to help human wel fare, both
directly, and indirectly, and therefore represent
part of the econom c val ue of the planet."

"For the entire biosphere, the value is

estimated to be in the range of 16- to 54 trillion
dollars a year, with an average of 33 trillion per
year."

"Because of the nature of the
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uncertainties, this nust be considered a m ni mum

estimate . . . -- | amstill quoting hear --
" many of the human activities that nodify, or
destroy natural eco-systenms, may cause the
deterioration of ecol ogi cal services, whose value, in
the long-term dwarf's the short-term econonic
benefits society gain fromthose activities."

And | add, that nountaintop renpval is
one of the nost destructive of all planned hunman
activities.

My point in bringing up the concept of
eco- system servi ces and ecol ogi cal econonics, is that
we nust begin to think this way, here in
West Virginia.

We nust acknow edge that short-term
profits for a handful of individuals, cones at great
long-termcost to all of us and our children.

Smart mining practices are |like noney in
the bank, mountaintop renoval is not smart.

It is part of a false econony that is
robbing the future; which do we choose?

| do hope that the EIS will include the
val ue of ecosystem services when you revise it.

Thank you.
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MR CHAIRMAN: Liz Garl and.

Then the next speaker will be

Sandi Lucha.

M5. GARLAND: H . | amlLiz Garland. |
amwith the West Virginia Rivers Coalition. | am
al so a resident of West Virginia. | amconcerned for

our rivers and streans, as is the West Virginia
Ri vers Coalition.

W will subnmit detailed witten coments
at a later date. Today, | will be brief.

The recommendati ons of the Draft
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent, includes, giving nore
authority to the Ofice of Surface Mning, regarding
protecting the waters of Wst Virginia, by conbining
permtting processes of the Surface M ning Control
and Recl amation Act, and the C ean Water Act.

Thi s nove undermi nes the Cean Water Act
adm ni stered by the EPA

The C ean Water Act is the foundation of
wat er protection in State and Federal mining | aws.

Anot her recomendati on, giving the Corps
of Engi neers discretion over issuing a general
nati onwi de pernmit, or a nore protective individual

permt.
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The Clean Water Act requires an
i ndi vidual pernmit applied to the actions causing nore
than minimal inpact to the waters of the United
St at es.

Valley fills cannot be considered to
cause mnimal inmpact. The draft EIS denonstrates
this.

Therefore, the Corps must not all ow
nmount ai nt op applications as nationw de permts.

The nost destructive recomendation, the
dem se of the buffer-zone rule.

The buffer-zone rule gives 100-f oot
buffers to perennial and intermttent streans from
m ning activities.

Al sorts of devel opment activities
throughout the United States, and el sewhere, require
a buffer; construction, agriculture, even forestry.

M ni ng operations should not be exenpt
frombuffering our streans.

Let me briefly address econom c inpact.
Jobs are inmportant to West Virginians, but the
reality: This study says that surface mning is |ess
than 25 percent of all mning jobs.

Surface mning is between .3 percent,
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and 11 percent of county enpl oyment nunbers in our
coal field counties. Those are figures fromthe
draft EIS.

Wth 2,639 permits allocated, only 342
i ncluded any valley fills from 1985 to 2001.

We can save coal jobs without
val l ey-fill operations.

To conclude, the intent of this report
is to consider processes to mnimze to the nmaximum
extent practicable, the adverse environnmental effects
to waters of the United States affected by
nmount ai ntop m ni ng operations and by valley fills.

Based upon all the data set forth in the
report, the only alternative which would satisfy that
i ntent has not be proposed.

That proposal would be to disallow
aquatic life-destroying valley fills in the practice
of nountai ntop renoval .

Thank you.

MR CHAI RMAN:  Sandi Lucha, and then the
next speaker will be Frank Young.

M5. LUCHA: Good afternoon.

My nane is Sandi Lucha.

| work for Arch Coal. | work for Arch
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of West Virginia, which is a division of Arch Coal

Previously, | worked at the Dal -Tech's
operation, and personally saw hundreds of people |ose
their jobs because we were unable to obtain the
permitting that we needed.

The community | live in, there are
approxi mately eight hones. O those eight hones,
five famlies work in the coal industry.

| would say that woul d have a great
i mpact on our community if we were unable to work.

The gentl eman that spoke earlier that
said, Let's stop it now, let's live under rocks.

That may happen, but personally, | don't want that to
happen. | want to work. And | think the coa
conpani es are responsi ble and they are doing very
good jobs. And | would like to see this resolve, and
go on with the coal mining.

Thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Frank Young.

The next speaker will be Wayne Col enan.

MR YOUNG  Good afternoon

My nane is Frank Young.

| am president of the West Virginia

H ghl ands Conservancy.
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| notice that the representatives of the
West Virginia Coal Association praises you for your
work on the draft EIS.

| would point out, however, that it was
the West Virginia Hi ghl ands Conservancy, not the coa
i ndustry, that set into motion that chain of events
that produced this EIS.

It was a |lawsuit by the West Virginia
H ghl ands Conservancy, and other indivi dua
coal -field citizens, that resulted in the State and
Federal agencies conducting the first ever
Programmati ¢ Environnental |npact Statenent on
nount ai ntop renoval, and ot her surface nining
practi ces.

The Conservancy | awyers, and our
appropriate committee people, will be submtting nore
conpr ehensi ve comments on the EI'S during this coment
peri od.

It is very difficult for |aypersons,
such as nost of us are, to fully digest a nore than a
5, 000- page docunent, especially a docunent that was
witten nostly by |awers and government bureaucrats,
with perhaps, a bit of input fromthe scientific

conmuni ty.
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And two, how can we take seriously the
reports of agencies -- the directors of which brag in
the nedi a about regenerating hardwood forests on
60-year hardwood cycl es; but through tel evision, and
newspaper photo-ops, plainly show that they are
pl anti ng nothing but pine trees on sterile
strip-mne | ands.

It is obvious that the director of the
United States O fice of Surface M ning Control and
Recl amation, | noticed that there is a couple of
letters left off OSMs identification there.

It is obvious that he doesn't -- that
Director Jarrett (phonetic) doesn't know the
difference between a pine tree and an oak tree.

It is even nore difficult for sone of us
to nake sense of a docunment prepared by agencies
whi ch argue -- with a straight face -- that while it
is illegal to conduct mining operations within the
descri bed buffer zones of rivers, creeks, and ot her
streans, that it is okay to just cover over and
destroy those same streans with the waste, rock, and
dirt generated by nountaintop renoval nining
operati ons.

The Physical Cause and Effect of
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Fi ndi ngs, contained in the draft EI'S, are exactly
what Congress found when it enacted the Surface
M ni ng and Recl amati on Control Act, 26 years ago.

Congress found back then that, Many
surface mning operations resulting in disturbances
of surface areas that burden and adversely affect
conmerce, and the public welfare, by destroying and
dimnishing the utility of land for comrerci al
i ndustrial, residential, recreational, agricultural
and forestry purposes. By causing erosion and | and
slides, by contributing to floods, by polluting the
wat er, by destroying fish and wildlife habitats, by
deterring natural beauty, by damagi ng the property of
citizens, by creating hazards dangerous to life and
property, by degrading the quality of life in nost
communi ties, and by counteracting governnenta
programs in efforts to preserve soil, water, and
ot her natural resources.
The draft EI'S that we are comrenting on

here today, finds that nountaintop renpoval and
val l ey-fill operations destroy forests, forest's
soil, decreased song bird and sal amander popul ati on,
covered streans, and both intentionally, and

unintentionally create wetlands that are not of high
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quality, and cause, or pronote, the severity of
f I oodi ng.

The draft EI'S findings confirmthat
surface mning disturbs, and too often destroys,
ecol ogi cal infrastructure.

Why has it taken 26 years for governnent
to decide that maybe there was a reason for the SMRCA
law after all

| request today that the State and
Federal agencies represented in this EI'S docunent,
search their mnds and their bureaucratic souls for
constructive ways to use the Surface Mning and
Recl amation Act to restore human and ot her habitats
destroyed for two-and-a-half decades by not enforcing
the Act, to adm nister mning burden such as to
reduce, and not increase the severity of flooding, to
regul ate agai nst, rather than enabl e unnecessary
destruction and to protect the people of West
Virginia and their life-support system the living
environnment, from soul |l ess corporations whose CGod is
noney, and whose idea of progress is to destroy the
l and and to displace, or bulldoze over the people,
over their governnent, and over anything el se that

dares show their hellish pursuit of their alnighty
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gol d, the conversion of the natural world, into fal se
and fleeting promises of artificial prosperity.

Thank you.

MR. CHAIRVAN: M. Wayne Col eman

| believe the next speaker will be Caro
Warren.

MR COLEMAN: CGood afternoon.

My nane is Wayne Colenan. | live in
Charl eston, West Virginia.

| amhere today to talk -- to represent
Wal ker Machi nery Conpany, and our 600 enpl oyees at
Wal ker .

It is in our conmpany's m ssion statenent
that we be good stewards of our communities. And in
the 25 years that | have been connected wth \Wal ker
Machi nery, which is closely tied to the coa
busi ness, | have net so many people in the coa
i ndustry, that are presently in the coal industry,
that | certainly woul d deem good stewards of their
communi ties.

It is so unfortunate, on the subject
that we have becone so divided, | think. Because at
the time when West Virginia really needs to be com ng

together, at a time when our econony continues to
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suffer, at a time when we continue to see our Kids
nove out of this state to seek enpl oynent el sewhere.

It is nore inportant now than ever, for
us, as West Virginians, to come together, and yet on
this particular subject, there does not seemto be
any conpronise fromthe other side.

| have sat here today and |istened to
chasing the God of noney, and | certainly haven't
found that to be true in the people that | have known
in the coal industry. They worship the sane God that
| do, and it certainly is not |egal tender.

We recently cel ebrated our 50th year at
the Caterpillar dealership here in Wst Virginia.
believe | have said that we have 600 enpl oyees, and
it is a fam|y-owned business.

We were proud to have President Bush at
our facility a year ago to nake a nationw de talk
and we strongly stand behind his issues, and what
this Administration believes in

| believe this coal industry is nore
highly regul ated today that it has ever been.

In nmy 25 years in the business, | have
never known it to be as regulated as it is today. It

has been witnessed by all of these agencies that are
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on this podi umtoday.

I think the bottomline is that if we
woul d just stop and consider the alternatives.

| love the nountains, | love the
streans, | love this state, that is why | amstil
here. That is why a ot of ny brothers and sisters
are enpl oyed by Wl ker Machinery, are still here in
West Virginia, because we |love this state.

It is not because we hate the mpuntains,
or hate the streans, but we have got to sonehow | earn
to peaceful ly coexist, because this state needs
coal

| firmy believe that.

We are rich in this wonderful resource,
and this state needs coal to provide jobs for this
state, to provide good-paying jobs for this state,
and for the people that want to stay here and
continue to try and make a go of it with a famly in
West Virginia.

This country needs coal. Wen one
considers the alternatives, it is easy to say, Let's
shut it down, let's close it down, but when you start
| ooking at the alternatives for energy in this

country, natural gasses -- there is a fine-line
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amount, there is not enough of it to go around.
Nucl ear energy, people don't want nucl ear energy
built in their backyard.

Do we want to rely on Mddle Eastern
oil? | would hope that the past year, has shown you
that is certainly not the way we want to go.

This country needs coal, the state has
an abundance of it.

| thank you for your time today. | hope
that we can get these issues behind us, because | can
tell you this: The coal conpanies that work in this
state, right now you cannot -- these people, when
they go before their boards, they cannot do five-year
pl ans, or three-year plans, or even a one-year plan

At our place of business, we cannot do a
five-year plan, we can hardly do a six-nonth plan
because of all of the dark clouds that have been held
over this industry.

| wish you God's speed in putting these
i ssues behind us, and God's speed in letting this
state continue to mne coal, and for us to continue
to try and nake a go of it here in West Virginia.

Thank you.

MR CHAIRVAN: Ms. Carol Warren.
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After Ms. Warren speaks, we will be
taking a five-mnute break. Wen she finishes,

I will announce the next two nanes to conme up and
speak before the break so that they will be prepared.

Thank you.

M5. WARREN: Hi. M nane is Caro
Warren. | live in Wbster County. | ama 10th
generation West Virginian, and | work at the Counci
of Churches as co-chair of Peace and Justice Program
Unit.

As people of faith, we believe that we
are called to care for all of that God created and
pronounced good.

I think, in these mountains we see Cod's
Maj esty, and in the rocks we understand God's
strength, and in the m st and cl ouds, we know God's
nystery. And in the hollows and coves, we feel CGod's
enbr ace.

We truly are in the mdst of a sacred
space.

That being said, | would like to talk a
little bit nmore about our direct experience over the
| ast three years, which has been domi nated by two

words, "flood relief".
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We have been putting together projects
to provide housing for people who have |lost their
honmes. W have been trying to console and help
peopl e put their lives back together after |osing
everything they had, not just once, but sonetines two
and three tinmes.

W have been there counseling the
children, who are so frightened by what they have
experienced, that they can't be put into the bathtub
Wi t hout scream ng

We have poured mllions of dollars of
church, and church aid, to put resource into these
efforts. W have diverted church personnel from
other jobs that they would normally do, to be in the
area of flooding to help people. W have hired
dozens of additional full-time enpl oyees to work on
flood relief.

W have done that because we have wanted
to hel p, because we have compassion for the people
who have suffered so nuch.

But our resources are not infinite. The
Council of Churches just sent out another letter to
our judicatory head asking for nore donations,

because we don't have the nopney necessary to do al
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the things that we would like to do to try to help
people in the comunity to recover.

And so, we have to cone to a point where
we ask oursel ves whether these resources are actually
going into naking life better again for the people
who have suffered so nuch, or whether we are in fact
subsi di zi ng danages practices that are not being
adequately regul at ed.

And we have come to that point, and we
are asking that question.

So we have been in the southern part of
the state for the last three years trying to do our
job, and trying to be a conpassionate presence there
for people.

Now we want to ask you to do your job
and to be sure that regulations are in place that do
not cause the flooding and the disasters that people
are experiencing, to get worse.

Thank you.

MR, CHAI RVAN: COkay, we are going to
take a five-mnute break now. But the speakers after
the break will be Jack Henry and Di ana Wod.

If you have not registered, | would ask

you to register, and especially if you wish to speak
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you need to register.

Thank you.

Pl ease be back in five ninutes.

(Break.)

MR, HENRY: Good afternoon, everybody.

My nane is Jack Henry.

| am a pastor in the Kanawha Valley, and
have been for the last 25 years. | used to be in the
coal business, and |eft the coal business for
full-time mnistry.

One of the things that | soon |learned in
the ministry, was that we had a incline in our youth
| eaving the state.

W were one of two states that continued
to have a decline in population. But the primary
interest to me was our youth that we were |eading,
that we were |osing, that was graduating from our
school s, but had nothing they could do after
graduati on.

The second thing that | noticed is that
in our areas of the state, we had the |argest
percent age of homes bei ng destroyed, broken, nost of
it fromlack of incone.

Yes, we have a pollution problemin Wst
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Virginia, it is called poverty. | think that it is a
sad thing to have that situation of poverty.

W have such riches in our natura
resources, the Lord has given us great natura
resources and he said in his word, he said, | know
the plans that | have for you. Plans for you to
prosper and not be harned. Plans for you to have a
hope and a future.

But He | eaves that up to us to inplenent
what he has already put in place. He has put the
weal th of these natural resources in our nountains.
He wants us to utilize themefficiently, and
conpetently. But it is Hmthat put themhere, we
didn't put himhere. But | amthankful that he did
put them here.

We are the richest state in the nation
on a per capita basis in these natural resources, but
yet we are last on the list of everything negative.
That don't hardly make sense to ne.

So | think that we need to ook into
what we have in these natural resources and to
develop themto their nmaxi mum coal being at the top
of our natural resources.

W do get sone wealth out of the nining
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of the coal, and the transporting of the coal, but |
amlearning that there is great, great, wealth that
is untapped yet, in the ultimate raw material in the
final product that can be nade from coal

We are involved in searching and wor ki ng
in cooperation with the Universities, WU and
Marshal |, and others -- but mainly W/WU -- that there
are new products fromcoal, sonething called coa
pi tch.

| don't have the tine to get into it in
detail, but it is already developed, it is patented,
and there is already contracts that have been
negoti ated and conpleted with organi zations that are
out to better the quality of life in Wst Virginia,
who are qualified chem sts, and others now, to put in
pl ace a chemical -- a part of Dal-Chemical, to
conmerci alize this product.

This product is so fantastic that |
think that coal will one day be too valuable to
burn. It's going to cause, | think, new demands for
coal, new jobs for coal, the manufacturing jobs is
what we need in this state.

There are a lot of jobs, but there's a

ot that don't have jobs.
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But the biggest nunber of jobs that we
have in this state, are people that are on mini num
wage, or barely over m ni num wage, and that doesn't
have to be. Wth all of these resources, we ought to
be able to give our people living wages. Jobs that
they appreciate. Jobs that they can have esteemin

And when | think about all of the
negative things that goes agai nst our
natural -resource industries, | think it is a shame
that we shoul d have that.

It seens |ike for coal, for exanple,
that we have an attitude about nountaintop renoval,
that we could have nountai ntop renoval, or clean
streans.

| think that is sad. W should be able
to say with all of our technocracy that is
represented here on this platform and throughout our
schools, with all of our technocracy and our
abilities, we ought to be able to say that we can
have nountai ntop renpoval and cl ean streans.

We ought to be able to utilize and
maxi m ze and provi de nmore jobs for our people.

For each industrial job that is out

there, such as the harvesting of coal, there are 7-
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or 8 other jobs that are equally providing good
l'iving wages that is associated with that one
excavation job, or harvesting job of harvesting coal.

It is too vast of a cost for us to just
want to throw away a nmajor industry. W just can't
doit.

But | really believe that if we | ook
hard, we could find a way to coexist, and to be
profitable, and to have the bl essings of the Lord on
us.

I would like to see the reversal of
these entities that have conme in our state.

You don't have to read the newspaper, or
wat ch the Toni ght Show very long, to see somebody
nmaki ng comment s about us being 49th, or 50th, in
everyt hing that we do.

So | would like to see us becone the
head, and not the tail of all of those things, and
with a good utilization of our natural resources.

MR CHAI RVAN:  You are out of tine.

MR HENRY: | believe that we can do it.
| amall for it.

Thank you.

MR, CHAI RVAN: Di ana Wod.
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Then the next speaker is Natalie
Spencer.

MS. WOOD: My nanme is Diana Wod, and |
am from Beckl ey, West Virginia.

My husband and | own a snmall store in
Beckl ey, and at the sanme time, | work for a coa
m ne.

It seens |ike anynore, it takes two
peopl e working just to nake it.

| drove ny son to the airport today. He
isin the service. He left this state, went into the
service, and that is the job that he had to take
because there wasn't one here.

And as | drove himto the airport, he
was telling ne, Mom when | get out of the service, |
want to come back here and work. What kind of jobs
are there?

| said, Well, there is not a lot. There
isreally not alot. And he said, Wll, |ook around
and tell me what there is that | can do here when
come home. | want to go to college, and get ny
degree, and everything, but tell me what kind of jobs
that are here, because | want to live and work in

this state.
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And as his plane took off, | thought,
CGod, what do we all need to do, buy an airline ticket
and fly out of here? Because it seens that we have
just been totally comn ssioned out of everything.

| never thought that ny job would be
fought. | never thought that | would have to fight
for the right to work. | just thought that | would
be able to work and soneday retire, and sit out on ny
front porch and rock, but that is not howit is. Now
we have to literally fight to have jobs.

In working for the coal mnes, | see al
ki nds of paperwork, where we apply for pernmits and
all this kind of stuff. | don't understand it all
because I amnot an engineer, but | can tell you
this: There is a lot of paperwork already. There is
a lot that we have to do already, to apply for these
permts and do these things.

And as | drive down the road, | |ook and
| see all of the things that have changed over the
years that | have grown up in West Virginia.

You don't see a |lot of people dunping on
the side of the road, and different things like that
that used to be.

| lived in a coal community as | grew
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up, and people would drive to the end of town and
dunmp their trash. Nobody does that anynore. W are
all becom ng nore environnentally wi se, and we are
trying to take care of what we got.

| amvery proud to be a West Virginian,
and | amvery proud to live in this state.

Yes, | think it is beautiful, but I
don't want to nake it the kind of beauty that the
tourist drive through and they enjoy it, and | can't
work, and | have to | eave here because | can't work.

One of the gentleman said, Is this a

joke? No, this is not a joke. It is nmy life. It is
ny famly's life. It is your life. W want to work
her e.

W want to work here, we want to do it
safe, we want to do it clean, we want a job, and we
want to provide jobs for our children, that we don't
have to put themon an airline ticket out of town
because there is nothing here for them

The schools are all com ng together in
one, we are junking everybody together, because so
many peopl e are |eaving here because there is
not hi ng.

Yes, it is beautiful, oh, nmy God, it is
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beautiful, and God gave it to us. But everybody
wants to bl ame everything on the mines, or sonething
el se.

You know, | live on a hill, and there is
nothing on that hill but these houses. And we have
had so much rain over the past few years that | have
a two-1level house, and one day it canme so hard -- it
was the day that 8- to 10 inches of rain

It cane so hard, that it came down the
road, and the ditches couldn't take it, and ny
bedroomon the | ower |evel flooded. | couldn't blane
that on the coal mnes, because there isn't one in
mles of nmy house.

Do you know where the rain cane fronf
It cane out of the sky. And it fell, and it cane so
qui ck, 1 could do nothing about it.

| cleaned up ny ness, and | thought,
well, God, thank you that it didn't get ny whole
house. Because | |ooked in the paper and | saw
peopl e that |ost their hones, and they | ost
everything. And | thank God that | live on top of
that hill, because | knew that is what saved ne. It
wasn't anybody that nmade that happen to nme, it just

was |ife.
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| have lived there for 50 years. And in
that 50 years, | have never seen rain |like we have
had in the | ast few years, and | have never seen sone
of the hardshi ps that we have had.

And | | ook at the people around, and |
see all the energy, and all of the things that we put
together here, and | think, Wy can't we do sonething
really good with this? Wy can't we put it al
together, all of our smarts?

Let's put it all together and make a
pl ace for our children to work.

Let us work.

Let us provide for them

You know -- and | am not using this nane
as a grand stand, but when | read in the paper that
Jessica Lynch went into the service to be able to go
to col |l ege when she came out and be a teacher,
| thought, that is ny son. That is ny daughter.

That is our children, because that is what we have
gi ven them because we fight over things.

To say that it is a joke, no, it is not
ajoke, it isnmy life.

People, we just want to work. There is

enough regul ati on.
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We are regul ated to death.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Natalie Spencer.

The next speaker will be John Metzger.

M5. SPENCER My nanme is Natalie
Spencer .

| am from Ki ngston, West Virginia.

I work for coal

| can't understand why in the State of
West Virginia, with all the econom c problenms that we
are having, why anyone would want to ruin a few
i ndustries that hel ps us survive.

| don't condone destroying the
environnment, as nuch as the next person, but | also
believe that sone groups are not |ooking at the whole
picture of this nountaintop renoval, as they cal
it.

They are trying to nake peopl e believe
that the whole state will be leveled by the tine the
coal industry gets through with it.

This isn't true. Wat good are
i naccessi bl e nountains? Wth the type of reclamation
that the mining industry has to do nowadays, this
ot herw se unusabl e pi ece of |and could be used for

many things, and it is.
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There's golf courses, recreation areas,
school s are put on these, shopping centers. There is
al ways a useful place for this land when it is taken
care of.

That is going to be where all those
tourists can stay that we are expecting this state to
have that is going to save us.

Al we ever hear about is the
bad things -- the bad issues. Go |ook for yourselves
at some of the useful projects on these |ands.

Then the West Virginia enploynment rate
has gone from over 47,000, in the nonth of My, they
said, nowit is 51,000, in nonth of June.

The statistics are out there showi ng how
many types of jobs are affected. Wat inpact will
this situation have if we run coal off?

| suggest that you take a right on Route
19, in Fayette County, heading from M. Hope to
Beckl ey. The mess there was not created by the coa
i ndustry. No one seens to conplain about all of the
run-offs fromthe rains fromthese future
devel opnent s.

As you drive by, you can clearly see

where the water runs down and it has to go sonewhere,
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it has to cover up sone creek areas.

No one conpl ai ns about all of the fil
that the H ghway Departnment nmakes when they clear
these roads, or when they nake a duel |ane.

| cannot think of another industry in
this state that is constantly having to fight to keep
goi ng on.

There are legitimte, neglectful,
probl emrs sonetines, but coal in Wst Virginiais
bl anmed for everything.

If it was not such a needed industry, |
could understand. Are there really people here that
want to pay higher heating and cooling bills?

The el ectric companies, they will have
to inport it fromother states, and that is going to
be at a higher cost, and who is going to pay for
this? The consumer.

We are going to be paying higher taxes
with so few people left working. Somebody is going
to have to support all of these unenpl oyed people.

You, truthfully, and factually, cannot
blane all of this on the coal industry for the
problens it faces and suffers fromthe fl ooding.

The State needs to start regul ating
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citizens, and thensel ves.

There are so many nore bridges on
creeks, and also the little culverts that they are
putting in because all of the people fromthe city
want to go out into the country and live next to
nat ure.

There is trash along the roads out in
the country, creek banks are full, and then when
these floods come down, they wash it down and they
get stuck in all of these culverts.

State-road ditches are rarely cleaned up
after they are filled with run-off fromthe many
rains that we have had. And | said earlier, the |and
devel opers that start different projects are never
finished. Al of these factors contribute to the
probl em

The only reason nost of those groups go
after coal conpanies is because they have noney, and
you can't sue Cod.

In the majority of the floods in this
state was due too nmuch rain, in too short of a tinme.

| suppose all of the bad flooding in
Charleston is due to coal m ning?

There is severe flooding all over the
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United States. The |largest portion of these occurred
in the states where there is no coal nining.

So let's quit putting all the blane on
the coal industry.

The West Virginia coal industry is nore
regul ated than any other industry in this country, or
probably in the world.

The Federal governnent isn't as hard on
us as this state. How many nore jobs will this state
| ose to extrem st groups?

How many people are going to have to
nove out of the State if they want and need the jobs
to support their famlies?

Wth the econony as it is in this
country, there won't be nany places to go.

| read a letter in one of the |oca
papers about a nan who said, We might as well just
sell our land to the Federal governnent and turn it
into a State park, then we will have a place for al
the tourist noney to cone in

But people need jobs. W need to wake
up. We need to protect the environnment. It is
getting out of hand.

Way have the doctors left?
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there is not any flat

If no one has jobs,

needs coal, coal produces jobs,

Thank you.

MR, CHAI RVAN:

67

or K-nmarts, if

land to put on there either.

and West Virginia

and coal -rel at ed.

The next speaker will be

Randy McM I lion.

MR METZGER

Hel | o.

My nane is John Metzger.

| aw- abi ding cit

am a surface coa

John Met zger.

m ner.

guess | believe that |

am a

izen, and | believe the conpany that

work for is a law abiding citizen.

believe in our system of governnent,

whi ch basically says that we vote on what | aws we

want, we give those laws to you fol ks,

you fol ks

interpret them and enforce them and our conpany

follows them

The issue that | see is that we have a

| ot of groups out there that want to -- just as soon

criticize, instead of conming up wth nmeani ngfu

solutions to sone of the problens that we have.

It

is easy to say,

wi | |

stop the coa
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m nes, but it takes a better person to come up and
say, Hey, what do we have to do here? Wat do we see
wr ong?

| hear about all of these netals,
what ever, we have in the streans, okay, what do we
have to do to clean that up?

| think you | ook at our conpany, and
nost all of the conpanies, and nost all of the
i ndi viduals work in these coal m nes.

W want to do the right thing.

Every now and then, yeah, we stub our
toes, but we are out there to do the right thing.

| don't want to flood the ground, ny
kids have to live on this earth, too, and their kids
do, too.

So | would say that we have got to start
| ooki ng at what we are doi ng here.

Qur comnpany, if we do sonething wong,
we are penalized. Either one of us will go to jail
or we will pay a fine.

But one of these groups can come up here
and run frivolous lawsuit, after frivolous |awsuit,
and what recourse does the conpany have, or any of us

as an individual ?
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We are out there in the coal, yet they
can keep channeling this stuff through our court
systens, blocking it, and killing us economically.

VWhere is the justice there?

What is our recourse?

Al so, this land that they all talk
about, saving our mountains, it is owned by
i ndi vi dual s.

VWhat rights do those fol ks have?

| hear about, well, we have to put
everyt hing back to original contour; what does the
| andowner have to say? Don't they have a say in what
is their property?

Thi s same group of people would be
thoroughly upset if you told themthat they could not
pl ant their garden in such a way in their backyard.

Also, they will sit and criticize
everything we do, and they will tell you how bad we
shoul d cut out coal mning, these same people get up
inthe norning, flip on the light switch, take a nice
hot shower, get on the Internet, and they do it al
with coal; with all of the energy that the coa
pr oduced.

The sane group of people will get in
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their car and tal k about the greenhouse effect, and
use fossil fuel to drive down to get to the airport.

When | hear about the forests, those
same people will sit up here with their nice-witten
notes on a piece of paper, and as far as | know, the
only place paper cane from was wood.

So |l would like to say that we need to
start working together here.

Don't criticize, but help nake us
better. W are willing to |earn.

Thank you.

MR CHAI RMAN:  Randy McM I 1ion.

The next speaker will be Karen Keaton.

MR MM LLION: Good afternoon.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak.

| guess | ama little perpl exed.

| ama native of West Virginia. | have
lived here for 46 years of nmy life, and grew up in
the mount ai ns, and sonehow | am struggling to
understand the vast destruction that this industry is
accused of having in the area.

| was growing up as a kid -- and as a
| ot of other folks have stated -- environnentally,

this state is the same in significant means, over the
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span of ny lifetine.

You | ook at the streans and the
countryside, it is twice what it was when | was Kkid.

As you read this EI'S, or as you try to
read it, it is obvious that there are no fatal flaws
in this industry.

This industry is responsible. This
i ndustry has nade significant gains, and strives in
protecting the environnent.

What is needed is |ogical, affordable,
gains in environmental protection in the future.
This industry is very vulnerable in economics.

It cannot burden significant cost
inmpacts. So a little sensibility, alittle
under st andi ng of where we have been, and a little bit
| ess idealistic views of the future.

There is a reasonabl e solution here.
This industry provides a great resource to this
state, and to the nation.

The opponents that oppose coal, are al so
goi ng to oppose hydroel ectric bands, they don't want
these rivers plugged up.

They are also the ones that are

unwilling to let |land masses be consunmed by
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w ndmi || s.

At the same time, if you |l ook at gas,
the gas prices yesterday closed at $5.12 per million
BTU s.

On the equival ent basis, your electric
bill -- your electric being generated by coal --
woul d be three times of that today if you used
gasol i ne.

| would just say, |ook where we have
been, | ook at the advancements we have nade, have a
realistic view of the future, and do sonething that
i s sensible and reasonabl e.

Thank you.

MR, CHAI RVAN:  Karen Keat on.

The next speaker will be Terry Brown.

M5. KEATON: | just want to say that |
am proud that | work for the coal conpany.

| have never worked for such a good
group of people. They are narvel ous.

Every day when | go to ny job, |I feel ny
job is going to be over. No one should have to live
in fear to work.

Thank you.

MR CHAI RVAN:  Terry Brown.
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The next speaker will be Doug \Wal dron.
I think |I butchered that nane.
MR BROM: M nanme is Terry Brown.
| amfrom Fayetteville, Wst Virginia

| have lived in West Virginia all ny

life.

| am a miner.

| think this issue is far out of hand.
Because, like | said, we have lost a lot of farniand

due to Interstates. These nountaintop renoval jobs
make beautiful farm and, beautiful housing
devel opnent s.

You | ook across the river and | ook at
the houses up on the hill, you could have a beautifu
house up on a hill on these abandoned strip m nes.

How many of you live in | og homes?

Nobody lives in a |log hone?

Nobody lives in a stick hone?

Everybody |ives under a rock, do they?

Interstate 64 shut down a nonth ago;
f1 oodi ng.

VWhat was it, the strip mne right beside
of it?

No, too much water.
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Two years ago ny house got fl ooded; too
much water. No strip mne around.

So why are we getting blaned for it?
There is no reason for it. Like they say, there are
a lot of issues being covered, and this could cone to
an agreenment and everybody work, and have a good
life.

Thank you.

MR. CHAIRVAN: Doug -- and | will let
you say your |ast nane.

The next speaker after Doug will be M ke
Vi nes.

MR, WALDRON: Thank you very nuch for
your time today.

My nane is Doug Waldron. | have it
witten there.

A very inportant issue, and | wll just
wait to say a fewwords: First of all, I amglad
that we live in the State and in a Nation, where we
can all get up and express our views and opi ni ons,
and not have to worry about retaliation.

Also, | amglad that we live in a state
that back in 1863, when West Virginia was created,

that the founders of this state cane up with a seal,
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and on this seal they represent two peopl e standing
beside of a rock. The person on the left-hand side
was sonetinmes called a | ogger, but | believe he was
actually a farmer.

The person on the right-hand side was a
coal miner. It has never been disputed that it was a
coal miner.

Coal mning in West Virginia -- about
some 70-, 40-, 50 years ago here in West Virginia,
and it was very inportant, and today it is nore so
i mportant because coal is Wst Virginia.

Over 90 percent of the electricity,
fol ks, was generated here in Wst Virginia, cones
fromcoal. Through the plants, over 50 percent of
the electricity across our nation, again, cones from
coal, and there is no replacenent for coal at the
cost savings that we have right now.

Yes, with have an environnental problem
and yes, we have been working on it.

Inny lifetime -- | am57-years-old --
we have nade strides way far and beyond of what
anybody ever anti ci pated.

| was born and raised out in Lincoln

County on Coal River. Coal River, back then, was
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generally used to wash coal in. The coal, even
today, is still in the river, but today, it is
cleaner than -- | think that it has been, even back
inm father's lifetine.

Coal here in West Virginia -- what would
our econony be here in West Virginia today w thout
coal ?

We can bl ane oursel ves, we can bl ane our
governnent, but without coal, would there be a Gvic
Center, would there be a 119, or would there even be
a Wlmrt, if we didn't have coal here in West
Vi rginia.

There is no replacenent for it.

And what would be in the future, if we
didn't have coal ?

W will mine coal, and we will mine coa
safely, and environmentally, | believe, responsibly
and not to destroy the Mother Earth.

I was born here in Lincoln County, here
in West Virginia. | have lived here all ny life.
have been nmarried 36 years, and | amproud to be a
West Virginian, and | amproud to be a proud
supporter of the West Virginia coal industry.

Yes, | amlike M. Coleman, | work with
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Wal ker Machi nery Conpany and | get my paycheck from
coal, but if I didn't, | would still support the coa
i ndustry.

Wthout coal here in West Virginia,
folks, | don't really see where there will be any
repl acenent .

I will say this in closing, | don't care
if youlike it, if youdon't like it, if you want it,
if you don't want it, we are stuck with it, and we
need to nmne it responsibly.

Coal is West Virginia.

Thank you.

W need to nine it responsibly.

MR CHAI RMAN: M ke Vines.

And then the next speaker will be Jereny
Fairchild. As you cone to the stand, | will rem nd
you to state your name and where you are from

I's M. Vines here?

MR VINES: M nane is Mke Vines. | am
a salary enployee of a large nountaintop nine in
sout hern West Virginia.

They are a very responsi bl e conpany, and
hopefully, all of us workers are very responsible

peopl e.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

78
| have got two children, three
grandchildren, and we all rely on ny job.

At the present tinme, ny daughter is in
Charlotte. No enployment here for her.

My son is a surface mner, equipnent
operator for another conpany. He asked ne | ast
ni ght, he said, Dad, what is going to happen to the
mning industry. | said, Son, | don't know. | said,
the regul ations are overtaking us. It is kind of in
the governnent's hands and you as a famly.

But | think maybe we are | osing vision.
This is not just a mountaintop issue. This
val l ey-fill issue also is deep-mning orientated.
The refuge (inaudible) inpoundnents requested.

So if this |law goes through, and you
guys see fit to stop us, the next phase is deep
m ning. The next step, this is a ghost state, as far
as | am concer ned.

McDowel | County, is a ghost town. W
are not only inmpacting ny job, you are inpacting ny
children, my grandchildren, so for everyone of us,
there are 10 to 15 nore behind us.

| amvery proud of this state. | have

been in this business for 30 years. | have seen it
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come frompre-lawin the 70's, to where we are today;
hi gh school s, golf courses, roadways, and | think we
can all work this in a responsible nanner, and help
each ot her.

The environment woul d be better after we
are finished.

| would love to see ny kids be able to
stay here. | have got a nother that is 90 years old.
| do not want to |eave the state. | care for her
now, because she can't care for herself.

| appreciate the opportunity to speak
bef ore you.

Thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Jereny Fairchild.

Then the next speaker will be Andy

Ashur st .

Renenber to al so say where you are from

MR FAIRCH LD:. H. M nane is Jereny
Fairchil d.

| am from Beckl ey, West Virginia.

| ama friend of coal, and proud to say
t hat.

| amthe third generation in ny famly

to work in the coal industry. W have a conpany
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called Fairchild International, and we manufacture
m ni ng equi pnent .

| am here today to show ny support for
coal, and I would like to say that | agree with the
opi ni on of nost of the people who have conme before ne
on the inmportance of coal to this state.

| don't really see how anybody can say
that it is not vital to the success of this state,
and for the people to be able to live here.

It is an industry that -- like | said,
it is essential

| would like to touch a little bit on
sonething that a | ot of people can't, that have
spoken before ne, | amjust conming into the
i ndustry.

| graduated coll ege about two years ago,
and | was faced with a very inportant decision, |
either had to nove away fromthe state where | was
born and raised and loved, to try to find a job so
that | could have a successful life, or | could go to
work with my famly, and support the coal industry.

What it came down to was, | wanted to
stay here. There is nowhere else that | want to be.

Nowhere that | would feel like |I would be as happy as
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| am here.

| just hope that coal can do good, and
can thrive, and we can all be prosperous.

I have a lot of friends who would Iike
to have a situation simlar to what | have, and have
the choice of whether or not to stay, or leave this
state.

Unfortunately, they don't, and I am
losing friends and famly all the tine, so that they
can go off and find work and nove away.

| think that is really sad because the
people in this state, and fromthis state, who are
living in other places, are truly great people, and |
feel honored to know them and | amreally upset that
| have to say good-bye to them

O course, there are visits, but visits
just isn't the sane.

So | amjust asking that instead of
trying to do away with the coal industry, or do
things to hold it down, | think everybody shoul d
focus their attention on working out ways that pretty
much we can coincide. W can have our streans and
rivers, and enjoy all that. It is a great part of

the state that nbst of us love. And at the sanme
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time, we can mne the coal and we can all live
t oget her happily.
Thank you.
MR. CHAI RVAN:  Andy Ashurst.

Then the next speaker will be

Lee Barker.

MR. ASHURST: Hello. M nane is Andy
Ashur st .

I amfromWIIlianson, West Virginia.

| ammarried, have a son tw years ol d,
John. | have heard a | ot of people talk that they

were born and raised here.

| ama little bit opposite. | am going
to say it, | was born in Brooklyn, New York. And |
noved to Pennsyl vania when | was a teenager.

I n Bet hl ehem Pennsyl vani a, was
Bet hl ehem Steel, Mac Truck, a lot of heavy industry.

In high school, | would have loved to
have stayed in Pennsylvania. But due to regul ations
and the EPA on air standards, Bethlehem Stee
basically shut down their plant in Bethl ehem

| was forced to | ook for another
alternative for a job, going to college, and | picked

coal m ner.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

| amproud to be a coal m ner

83

And |

have been doing it for 15 years. It noved nme away

fromny parents. |

15 years now.

West Virginia --

| don't want ny son,

West Virginia.

have |ived away from parents for

Moved out to Illinois, ny first

after that year working, | was laid off due t

agai n,

on air

standards. W were in high su

who was born in

he is going to be born and raised in

j ob,
o EPA

phur

coal, we were shut down. W don't need to be over

regul ated any nore than what we are, and that

where we are going.

Thank you.

MR, CHAI RVAN: Lee Barker.

is

The next speaker will be Gail Resdon.

M5. RESDON: | would like to pass.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  You are not going to
speak? Okay.

The next speaker will be, Larry Keith.

MR, BARKER Hello, |adies and
gent | enen, distingui shed nenbers of the panel.

My name is Lee Barker. | ama direct

descendent of one of the first settlers of Boone

Count vy,

and |

stil

live there with ny wife,

and two
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chil dren.

When | got ol d enough and growi ng up and
becane ol d enough, | had to nake a deci sion on what
choi ce of career | would have.

My deci sion cane down to this: | wanted
to stay in that county, | wanted to stay in West
Virginia; therefore, ny only decision was to work for
the coal industry. So | went to school to becone a
m ni ng engi neer.

Yes, that's right, | design those valley
fields, and those inpoundments, and stuff |ike that,
that everybody is worried about.

| can tell you one thing, the way I
design them and the way we are required to design
them nobody has a problem

But | want to talk a little bit about
Boone County. That is where | grew up, that is what
I know.

Boone County was the place where coa
was first discovered by Janes Peter Sally. They've
been m ning coal shortly thereafter, ever since. So
it has been a long tine. 1t has been over 100
years.

| have heard peopl e say that we have 300
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years of coal left in this United States to mne, we
don't have that long in Boone County. W have been
mning for a long tinme already.

So, therefore, we do need these
nount ai ntop renoval s, and the flat |ands that they
create, so that we can have future jobs for ny sons,
and daughters, and hopefully, ny grandchildren.

Al so we need, on these nountaintop
renoval s, everybody says, Wll, let's just make the
coal conpani es put sonmething up there. That is not
their job, their job is to mne coal

It is people like me, and peopl e who
Iive Boone County's job to get other industries in
there and we have a place to put them

| also would like to see wildlife
habi tat reinstated of high-end use for reclainmed
nmount ai n | and.

| like to hunt and fish. | also would
like to see regul ati ons made where that we coul d
| eave ponds, and snall inpoundnents like that in
pl ace, for recreation use in wildlife habitat.

Ri ght now, we are required to renove
t hem

And Boone County, could use just about
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as much flat |and as possible.

Here | have heard a lot of tal k about
flooding and here is a sinple fact: Boone County
consists of rugged terrain, nmostly it is considered
steep hillsides, and snall narrow vall eys, which
inevitably; that is the flood plain

That is just the way it is. That is
just the way God made it, and we got to live with
it.

Well, we're snart. W can do things, we
can put mountains, and we can nake flat |and up out
of the flood plains.

One thing | would Iike to say is, the
other thing is the streamquality.

Vel |l there has been a | ot of issues
i nvol ved that have been about streamquality, and |
amnot that old, but I'mold enough to renmenber Big
Coal River being pretty much choked w th sedinment,
but since all the regulations, the mning industry is
living by -- and we are doing a wonderful job -- that
is no |longer the case.

Due to what the mning industry is doing
today, the river is probably -- it is starting to be

classified as a high-quality stream which it
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woul dn't have been before.

Al so, there are other streans and rivers
i n Boone County, where we were able to stock trout.

That is the result of the mning,

Peopl e, that is not because of the natura
environment of the trout, they could have never |ived
there before.

W' ve been tal king about everything is a
joke. I"Il tell you what | think the joke is, |
think a joke is when outside environnmental groups
cone around and tell me, and other fell ow peopl e that
l[ive in that community, what is the best for us.

Thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN: Larry Keith.

The next speaker after M. Keith will be
Robert W/ kerson.

MR KEITH | amlLarry Keith, and I am
from Hazard, Kentucky.

| have been enployed in the engi neering
profession for 26 years, and have been involved in
the mining industry during that tine.

What | would like to take a look at is
the inpact of mning on our communities and towns in

the coal fields.
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First, mning provides jobs. It also
produces flat usable land out of the flood plains,
sometinmes in which coal-fill areas are not bl essed
with.

For instance, approxinately one-square
m | e area surrounding the Hazard, Appal achi an
Regi onal Medical Center; there are five apartment
conpl exes, 104 dwellings, 28 nedical and healthcare
facilities, including the ARH Professional Ofice
Bui | di ng, the ARH Psychiatric Center, and the
Uni versity of Kentucky Center for rural health, which
is currently being constructed on reclaimed m ne
ar ea.

There are al so 89 busi nesses, including
Days Inn, Wnn-Di xie, Food Cty, Applebee's, just to
name a few

Si x churches al so got the | andscape.
Cty, Federal, and State agencies al so use flat
surface mned areas to construct their building.

The so-call ed devastated areas, have
al so left behind golf courses, the cypress trees and
goose ponds, grazing fields for el k and deer, and the
list goes on.

As for polluting the waterways, the
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m ni ng i ndustry has been placed under such strict
regul ations, to nmeet the affluent standards set forth
by these laws, | can attest firsthand, that in
nmoni tori ng di scharge from ponds and active surface
m ne sites and recl ai ned jobs throughout eastern
Kent ucky, the water is clean.

About a nonth ago, a biologist fromthe
Nort hern Kentucky University, was doing a study, what
he called a "bug count” at one of the pond sites that
| was nonitoring.

We were standing at the di scharge pipe
for this pond, and he made the remark that in his
findi ngs, throughout the eastern Kentucky area, that
the water com ng out of these ponds, was
substantially cl eaner than any water, in any open
channel s in Louisville, Kentucky.

Now what does that say for the mining

i ndustry?

In | eaving Hazard today to cone over
here, | passed a construction site for a new Wl nart
center. On this site, | surveyed the area, which

deternm ned to have 24,000 tons of coal, which had to
be destroyed and di sposed of.

But through the coal regulations, and
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this coa

and donate it to needy charities in the area, but

could give away 25 tons.

Now what does this say for the

regul ati ons?

Thank you.
MR. CHAI RVAN:  Robert W/ kerson.
After M. WIkerson speaks,

t ake anot her five-

happens, | will tell

will be.

we are going

m nut e break, and when that

MR W LKERSON: Good eveni ng.

My nane is Robert WI kerson, and

in Princeton, West Virginia, with my wife, two

children of six that we raised in Wst Virginia.

After

Washi ngton, D.C.

hi gh school, | noved to

you who the next two speakers

live

in 1961, sinply because of a |ack

of enpl oynent opportunities at that tine.

After

ni ne years in Washington, |

realized that | wanted to live a different and

sl ower - paced envir

| began ny nining career

wor ki ng as a gener

various nachi nery,

onnent .

in 1970,

al inside | aborer, operating

and not underground,

and t hen
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after three years | got nmy mining certificate for
m ne foreman.

| amcurrently enployed with a
I andhol di ng conpany as a m ne inspector.

How i nportant is mining to our
l'ivelihood?

In 33 years, the average coal miner had
the potential to earn between $900, 000, and
$1.5 mllion, depending on the job duties, or your
willingness to work.

A famly of four, would contribute
$200, 000 in Federal taxes, $60,000 in West Virginia
State taxes, and $90,000 in FICA taxes.

Bet ween 1995, and 1999, 5,798 mning
jobs were lost in West Virginia.

If you use the average rate of $50, 000
per year, per mner, per enployee, you multiply that
times 5,798 jobs -- that is just for those four
years -- we have lost -- West Virginia has | ost
$289, 900, 000 i n wages. And that doesn't account for
the other taxes it paid.

How i nportant is mining to your
conmunity?

| recently spoke to a small conveni ence
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operator in Mngo County, Wst Virginia, who has a
store close to the Marrowbone Devel oprent t hat
recently closed down.

He told ne that the one fanmly owner of
this store is |l osing $800 per day in sales, and this
is just one store. And you can multiply that over
the industry.

| think one of the things that is
interesting is that we can use the West Virginia
Ofice of Mners' Health & Safety Trai ni ng Coal Tax
Sheet -- you can find it on their website page -- and
it is interesting sone of the comments that they have
her e.

The taxes paid by the coal industry,
usi ng West Virginia coal, accounts for over
two-thirds, or over 60 percent of business taxes paid
in this state.

The coal industry pays approxi nately
$70 mllion in personal property taxes. Coa
severance, $160 million in West Virginia econony for
this year. $24 mllion of coal severance taxes
col |l ected each year, goes directly into the
I nfrastructure Bond Fund.

The coal industry's payroll is nearly
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$2 billion a year. Coal is responsible for nore than
$12 billion annually in overall econom c inpact.

These are sone of the facts that cones

fromWest Virginia' s agencies.

Al'so, | think we need to realize that we
are all biased. | am biased, and some of the other
peopl e are biased, as well, who have stood up on this
pl at form

| am bi ased based on ny life
experiences. | am biased based on ny background, or
ny upbringing, as you well, please.

| was raised in the strong
Judeo- Christian belief system believing that the
creator should be worshi ped and not creation.

In Genesis 126 through -31, God gives
man the right and the responsibilities, to subdue
creation, including all living creatures.

Let me explain, | enjoy God' s creation.
| enjoy what | see in West Virginia, and | really
believe that the beauty of Wst Virginia is probably
just as great as any other state.

It appears that the environmentalists
have pl aced creation above and before the creator,

Cenesi s 125.
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| see great strides being accomplished
in the nmethods of safe renoval of nountaintop
operati ons.

Operators are satisfying the role of
good st ewar dshi p.

In the past years, the regulatory
agenci es, demanded that the materials placed in
valley fills were on slopes, and be conpacted in
order to control erosion. FErosion, of course, we
know can't be controlled by conpacting naterial.

Through information, and studi es done by
West Virginia University and Virginia Tech, they have
now found that if you |leave the material there very
| oose, that it will actually absorb the ground water
as it falls. That is common sense.

In the midst of our bias, we nust find
common ground and be responsi bl e and accountable to
our states and conmunity, and at the sane tine,
provide jobs to enjoy the benefits of living in West
Vi rginia.

This is common ground. This comon
ground cannot be reached, when we continue to see the
exodus of our young children.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  You need to wap up.
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MR. WLKERSON: -- leaving West Virginia
and finding enployment in other states.

Thank you very much.

MR. CHAIRVAN: Ckay. W are going to
take a five-mnute break.

The next two speakers will be
Fitz Steele and Luke MCarty.

Al so, renenber if you do wish to speak,
you need to sign up at the registration table out
front.

Thank you.

(Break.)

MR STEELE: M nane is Fitz Steele. |
am from Hazard, Kentucky.

| have been a coal niner for 20 years.
| amalso a treasurer for the Hazard/ Perry County
I ndustrial Board.

| amalso on the board of the Pride
Board for Perry County.

I"mvice president of the Buckhorn Lake
Bow er's Associ ati on.

| am a strong supporter of nountaintop
renoval for ny famly and ny conmunity.

Where | live, we would not have nothing
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if it was not for the coal industry. CQur loca
hospital, doctors' offices, high school, hotels,
restaurants, several snmall businesses, |arge
busi nesses, Wayne Supply, a CAT deal er, our Coa
Field Industrial Park, and airport, are also built on
hol l ow fills.

Hollow fills nake it possible for our
region to attract new businesses. Wthout the |eve
land to build and create better |iving conditions,
what would we have? W woul dn't have not hing.

We woul d be dependent on the gover nnent
to take care of us, and coal mners don't want that.
We are a proud, hardworking group of Anericans that
go to work every day, to provide for their famlies
and comunities. W do not want to be dependent on
no one.

Also, | would like the definition of a
stream | would like to see a streambe called a
stream and a run-off ditch, be called a run-off
ditch.

Coal was forned through the
(i naudi bl e) broadeni ng of a swanp many years ago that
area was |evel, each seamstarted when all that was

(i naudi bl €) seen was a swanp. Silt cane in, covered
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the swanp, it started all over again

As far as caring for the environnent, we
do.

W have over 300 head of cattle on our
property, over 20 head of horses, many deers, turkey,
coyotes, and we have sone el k that wonder by, we have
some bl ack bears, also.

Every spring in eastern Kentucky, we
have a thing -- we have a conmmittee called Pride.
Every spring we have a Pride cleanup

This year 50 people went 23.4 tenths
mles, cleaning both sides of H ghway 28. W got 531
bags of garbage.

The foll owing week, | was in the creeks,
di ggi ng up under ol d appliances, dodgi ng copperheads,
rattl esnakes.

On our side of the hill, we have the
Kent ucki ans for the Commonwealth. |In Perry County, |
did not see one Kentucky for the Conmonweal t h hel pi ng
us clean it up.

Al so, Tuesday night, we had this same
hearing in our new Hal Roger's Center, and off to the
right where you all were sitting, after the hearing

was over, we picked up their water bottles, and their
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Di et Pepsi bottles after that.

We are, at least, out there cleaning up
after generations before us, and cleaning up after
our current ones. W do get out and clean up our
backyard, we don't just talk about it.

Now, there is a river, it is called
Nenana River, that drains around The Denali Nationa
Park, where Mount McKinley is, and it is a
glacier-fed river.

A glacial river is very silty. It
doesn't have very much aquatic life init. 1 talked
to a ranger up in Al aska before | canme in here, and
it is afish called a burbot, which is sonething |ike
our catfish.

Then on the salnmon, if they can make it
all the way up the stream and spawn then they do, but
al so they die out.

As far as alternative sources of energy,
we have sol ar, we have nucl ear power. You know, that
is real safe, what is going to happen when a
terrorists hits one of our nuclear plants; how nany
will die?

Then we have natural gas. W don't even

produce enough natural gas to neet our needs.
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Now, next nonth, August 17th,

St. Petersburg, Florida, one of our energy
conmittees, they are going to sit down, they are
going to chat with the Russians. They are going to
try to cut a deal with Russia to buy natural gas off
of themto supply us for power.

W al ready have that power, it is called
the M ddl e East.

Coal is here. W have it to supply
power to our country. | would nmuch rather have ny
trust and faith in a bunch of coal mners, than
people fromthe Mddl e East or Russia, to help and
depend on themto neet our energy needs.

| do have an Environnmental Leadership
Award, because | get out and clean it up. And ny
company does take care of the environnent.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Luke McCarty.

The next speaker will be WIIliam
Runzon, Jr.

MR McCARTY: M name is Luke McCarty.
| have been a coal nminer for 35 years. | have been a
union official, safety nmine comittee.

| also own a honme that has -- within the

next two, to three years, will have approximtely 7-
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to 8,000 acres of strip-mned land within four mles
of ny house draining into the river that goes by ny
house.

I am not here to speak on behal f of the
strip mners, or the environnentalists. | amhere
for my famly.

| amnot going to try to convince you
people to stop nountaintop renpval, it ain't going to
happen. It ain't going to happen.

| am not stupid enough to think that
you, or anybody else is going to stop it.

What | would like for you to do is
regul ate it.

VWhat do you nmean, M. MCarty, regul ate

it? It is regulated to death.

Well, | had some pictures here that |
was wanting to show you all, but the way the forumis
here, | can't do it.

Now, | amgoing to try to explain it to

you.
Now we have a strip mine in the head of

this hollow W cut a ditch, and put rock init,

shot rock, maybe as big as this podiumhere, half as

big, or as big as this podium



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

101

Al right. W make that ditch 30-feet
wi de, 4-feet deep. Now every fork, just about, wll
have one of these in it.

They dump into a hollow that has a
capacity to carry a stream about three- to four-feet
wi de, about six inches deep is what it usually runs.

Now why is this ditch this big?

We are getting rid of our water. That
is what it is.

Now nmy problemis, this goes down the
holl ow, hits the base of the hollow, we have what we
call sedi nent ponds.

Ckay, M. MCarty, our sedinment pond is
going to take care of everything.

No, sir, your sedinent pond does not
take care of one drop of water. |If any stuff washes
off that fill, it catches it into the sedi ment pond.

That sedi nent pond runs full all the
time.

| have three or four pictures here
showi ng you that they run full all the time, and
there is water running over off the spillway.

So if it rains, if they have 500 acres

uncovered up there, or 300, or 15 -- all the water
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off that, hits your spillway, cones down the holl ow,
over the dam and right on down to ne, and whoever
lives belowit.

What | would like is for that water to
be contained, and let |loose slowy off of their
property, so that me, and the other people that lives
bel ow me, can survive.

Gt her than that, it is the dust that is
creat ed.

Whenever you go on a job that they know
you are comng, | guarantee you that you will be able
to see just like you can in this room

But when you are not there, Brother,
listen, you better wear you a mask.

And a | ot of these fell ows, when they
get ny age, are going to have what | have, only they
probably have brown |ung, instead of black |ung.

Now | don't think that anybody besides
me in this room believes that strip mning is going
to be stopped.

There is not very many people in this
room ol d enough to renenber the 1969 Heal th and
Saf ety Act.

What did | hear? | worked in the m nes
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in 1968, do you know what | heard? This is going to
shut mning down.

Lookie here, | amhere 34 years |ater,
and | amstill kicking, and I"'mstill working in the
coal m nes.

Sonebody was wr ong.

Like | said, | amnot here to stop strip
mning, it ain't going to happen. You knowit, |
know it, and the people in this roomknowit.

It ain't going to happen.

But you do need to take care of the
people that lives in the area of the mnes.

They say, well, now you had this big
rain, and strip mning had nothing to do with it.
Don't get ne wong, Brother, |ogging has a big part
in this. Logging has a mgjor part in what is going
on, but we are not here about |logging -- we are going
tolet it slide.

Now we tal ked about coal mning, we are
all going to give our jobs to our kids. Since | have
been in the coal m nes, we have |ost jobs every
year. W lost themthe year before last, we |ost
them |l ast year, we are going to | ose them next year

Wiy? It ain't because the report you
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wite; it is going to be because we have got bigger
machi nery, and we got western coal to contend with,
that is what is killing coal m ning.

It is slowmy, slowy, dying.

But how much protection are you going to
give us until it is finished?

| have heard the word of God spoken here
two or three times.

One quick quote, The nane of CGod -- the
same God we all worship -- said in a book called
Revel ations, that he will bring ruin to those who
ruin the earth.

So we all have to answer to what part we
had in damaging this earth while we was here.

MR, CHAIRVAN: W Iiam Runzon.

The next speaker will be Benny Di xon.

MR RUNZON: My nane is
W I Iliam Runzon, Jr.

| ama lifetine resident of southern
West Virginia.

I am an enpl oyee of Arch of West
Vi rginia.

| amproud to be an enpl oyee of Arch of

West Virginia. | amhere today of nmy own choosing.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

105
My conpany afforded nme the opportunity, but |I am not
here to speak on behalf of Arch of West Virginia, as
a whole, | want to speak for nyself, and ny famly
and the relatives, and the famly and friends that
l'ive around where | do.

Qur lifetime has been in the coa
i ndustry, and our desire to work and earn a living
for our famly

| heard a statenent earlier today that
really kind of offended nme, tal king about false
prosperity.

The coal industry has been good for ne
and ny famly, ny ancestors, and al so those around ne
that live in our conmunity.

Not only do | work for a surface mne
operation, but my house is |located just a few hundred
feet froma conpeting coal conpany, who is doing a
surface mne operation -- fromnmy house.

They are very good nei ghbors.

| keep hearing about the problens with
wat er, and fl ooding, and those types of issues;
live beside a stream | |ive beside the Pope Creek,
(phonetic) at Canpus, West Virginia. | have to say

that operation also is a good nei ghbor.
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I would just make an appeal to this body
today that you would hear the voice of the snal
peopl e, the people that live in the areas that are
doi ng this m ning.

| heard peopl e speak that were from
El ki ns, and people that lived in Huntington. But |
l[ive in the region where | work, and | want to tel
you that | want to continue to live there. | want to
continue to work there. | don't see any other
opportunity for us in that region but to mne coal,
and | am proud of the conpany that | work for, and I
think that they do a good job at mning.

| thank for the opportunity to speak

t oday.
Thank you.
MR. CHAI RVAN:  Benny Di xon.
Then the next speaker will be
M ke Cormer.

MR. DI XON: M nane is Benny Dixon.
I l'ive here in Charleston,
West Virginia.
I work in Logan County.
I work for Arch Coal .

| amproud to say that | have worked for
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30 years in the coal industry, and | don't believe
that coul d have chosen a better industry to work in
than the coal industry.

We are a responsible industry. W take
care of the environnent.

About 30 years ago, | was asked to
defend this country, and | did that with honor and
| am a proud Anerican.

Today, | amstill a proud Anerican, and
I will defend it, this job, and this environnent,
agai nst anybody who wants to take away ny ability to
make a job my livelihood.

| grew up in eastern Kentucky.

VWhen | was boy, | hunted and fished. |
was 17-years old before | ever saw a deer.

| was al nost 25-years old before | saw a
wild turkey.

Today, everywhere you go, you got to be
careful driving down the road that you don't run into
one.

The best place to deer hunt in Kentucky
and West Virginia, is on strip-mned |and.

We have el k in eastern Kentucky today.

It has not been there for 100 years. They live on
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the "sterile" strip land, it is not fit for anything
el se.

| magi ne that.

VWhat do they live on? They live on
grass, trees, that our coal conpani es have planted.

Wth all that being said, it sounds like
a pretty good place to live to ne.

To sone of the groups before us, they
keep bringing God into this. | love God, and I
respect God, but | believe God puts coal in these
mountains for me to mne, to make a living.

The people that want to take it away, |
don't have nmuch for them And | defend ny right.

Sone of the groups before us that spoke
about the recent floods. | watched it on nationa
TV, the FedEx truck washi ng through downt own
Charleston. | don't believe | saw a strip mne
anywhere close. Can anybody tell nme where it's at?
VWhere the run-off fromthis strip mne flooded
downt own Charl eston, over near the airport?

| drove around there the other day.
| saw a house that was washed off its foundation, not
too far fromwhere | live, but | don't hear no

blasting, | don't see no run-off fromno strip mne
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God rai ned on Charl eston,
West Virginia, not Arch Coal, not Mssey.

So | woul d ask you panel nenbers:
Protect nmy ability to make a living in West
Virginia. | think it is a God-given right, and |
will defend it agai nst anybody who wants to take it
away from me.

Thank you.

MR CHAI RMAN: M ke Correr.

Then the next speaker will be Nel son
Jones.

MR. COVER  Good afternoon. It is a
pl easure to be here this afternoon.

My nane is Mke Coner. | amfrom
Char |l eston, West Virginia, but | was born and raised
down in Bluefield, West Virginia, Mercer County,
sout hern West Virginia.

The sane tinme ny grandfather -- both ny
grandfathers -- were railroad engi neers, haul ed
coal

My father was a sal esman for a
distributor in southern West Virginia, and travel ed
the coal fields all of his Iife. Many tinmes during

the summer, | would travel with him
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| can say that | was educated in West
Virginia, and | choose to live in Wst Virginia.

At the sane time, fromwhat | have been
able to see, coal has been a great friend to
West Virginia.

Through the contributions back to the
communi ties, through the payrolls, through taxes
pai d.

At the sane time, now | am associ at ed
with United Bank. United Bank is the |argest
i ndependent bank in West Virginia. W have got
$3 billion assets in Wst Virginia, and about 1,000
enpl oyees.

At the same tinme, we are dependant upon
the West Virginia econonmy. The West Virginia econony
i s dependent upon coal, both directly through taxes,
and indirectly through payroll

Qur customers nine coal. Qur customners
are people who work in the mnes, our custoners are
al so busi nesses that mine coal

At the same tinme, we have to represent
ot her custoners that have supported, and depended,
and served those businesses directly in the coa

i ndustry.
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Coal is inportant to the part of the
quality of life for our famlies throughout
West Virginia.
Coal is inportant to our future; coal is
vital for West Virginia.

| am happy to say that | ama friend of

coal

MR CHAI RVAN:  Nel son Jones.

The next speaker will be Bob Gates.

MR. JONES: Good afternoon.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak
here. | will be brief.

| think the group preceding nme, has done
an outstanding job of presenting our case.

| have lived in Charleston all ny life.
Qur conpany has been in the coal business for four
gener ati ons.

I think we have been a responsible
enpl oyer. CQur payroll today, primarily in marine
transportation of coal, exceeds $16 million annually.

Wt hout coal production in
West Virginia, it will diminish our conpany. There
is no place for our enployees to go. There is not

any governnent jobs for them here, there are no jobs
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in the chem cal industry. Those are the only jobs
that pay any noney in West Virginia.

The chem cal industry, the governnent,
and the coal industry. There is just one industry
left that offers a future for our enployees, please
think of that as we are deci ding what course our
regul ation will take.

You know, we used to attend the
M ssi ssi ppi Valley Coal Exporters' Conference in New
Oleans, to tal k about the export of coal going
overseas. There isn't any anynore.

What we are hearing about, is the
i nported coal comng into this country. The nore
regul ati on we pl ace upon coal production here, the
| ess coal we produce, the nore we inport.

That is bad for all of us.

We need to do a better job in all that
we do, but please offer us the opportunity to work,
to continue to raise our famlies here, to make this
state great.

For over 40 years, | have attended and
participated in events in this auditorium This
auditoriumwas paid for, in large part, by the

enployers in this area. Myst of those are gone now,
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but please let the rest of us continue to work.

Thank you.

MR, CHAI RVAN.  Thank you.

Qur next speaker will be Corky Giffith.

MR GATES: | am Bob Gates.

I live in Charleston.

My daughter was born in Logan County.

As a filnmmker, | have gone down to the
fl ooded areas and tal ked with coal -field residents,
di scussed with them and asked them where they
thought these incredible flash floods cane from and
what they thought the causes were.

Scrabbl e Creek, Seng Creek, Bul gher
Hol | ow at Dorothy, Wiite Cak Creek, walls of water
came down those streans.

| have, not only talked to the
residents, | have | ooked at the mnes, | have gone
over the mines, those walls of water came from
nmount ai ntop renoval /valley fills.

Not to nention the Lyburn disaster a
year ago.

Bet ween nount ai ntop renoval in southern
West Virginia, and steep-sloped tinbering, 47

communi ti es have been destroyed, or damaged; 12,000
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hones and busi nesses, destroyed and damaged.

MR CHAIRMAN: Corky Griffith.

The next speaker is Ed Painter.

MR. CGRIFFI TH: Thank you for the
opportunity. Thank you, guys.

| ama football coach, that recently
took a job with MRS out of Hol den, West Virginia,
public relations for them and the coal industry.

| call on approximately 50 different
mnes in one nonth. | go around and | see themall.
| have not seen any that are not trying their best to
take care of the environnent.

| amnot a coal miner. | ama football
coach. Now the reason they hired me was because |
know t hose guys. | know guys at Arch, | know guys at
Massey, and | know guys at Peabody, Kanawha Ri ver
Terminal s, | know those peopl e.

And everywhere | go, they are taking
care of the environment. And | know because bear are
running over ne. | was out at MIford the other day,
and two bears run over ne getting to a garbage can.

I was up in Cay County, where | grew
up.

Wi ch | should have told you where |
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grew up. | grewup in Cay County, in a small mning
comunity named W den.

| am 64-years old. Wen | was 10, they
ti mbered that place, the creek ran black. You
couldn't swmin it. Today, the tinber is back, it
is this big around, (indicating), 50-year grow h.

The streamis clean and running with trout, al
because the coal conmpany went up there and cleaned it
up.

They nmade that place beautiful again.

It is amazing how nature can refurbish a
countryside. Wth the coal people's help and nature,
it can be done.

You know, | would also wite stories for
the Charleston Daily Mil about old high schools that
have di sappear ed.

In the last 50 years, the State of West
Virginia, because our kids have to | eave, we have
 ost 151 hi gh school s.

Dam. That is a |ot of people; 151

And | amwiting about them and |I am up
to 15. And the reason | amdoing it is | want those
old towns to start getting redone.

You are saying, this is about coal
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those places are gone because it is about coal. It
i s about jobs.

And anytinme you get a chance to get up
in front of this many people and say sonething, and
nobody is not going to let you talk, you need to take
a chance of doing it.

Because | see old Hunter over there --

I had himin Gvics in 1969, at Ripley H gh School,
and he has turned out to be quite a gentleman, and
ni ce- |l ooki ng guy over there.

You guys need to help us with
Wor kers' Conp.

Don't forget it. Wrkers' Conp is our
eneny.

Another thing | want to tell you is
this: | talked to all the coal owners, the biggest
thing that they are worried about is over regulation,
and Wor kmans' Conp.

Qut of those 50 mines that | have tal ked
to, half of them 25, are talking about shutting down
because of over regul ation, and because of Wrkmans'
Conp.

Don't be the eneny, you guys.

| have got a question for you: How many
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of you all on the panel have ever worked in the coa
i ndustry?

Woul d you rai se your hand?

MR. CHAI RVAN:  Again, | renmind you, the
panel does not answer questions.

MR CRIFFITH Ch, I'msorry.

| didn't really nean it.

The other thing is this: [|f | am going
to coach football, and | need to know sonething, | am
goi ng to see Don Nehl en.

If | amgoing to mine coal, | want to
talk to a coal niner; they know.

These guys that are getting up here that
are coal mners know, that you don't go get a | awer

to have a good football team you go get another good

coach.

Talk to the miners.

Talk to owners.

They know what i s goi ng on.

Thank you very much.

MR CHAIRMAN: Ed Painter.

Then the next speaker will be Warren
Hi |l ton.

MR. PAINTER Hello. M name is Ed
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Painter and | live in Hurricane, West Virginia.

| have three daughters, and a son. Two
of ny daughters are attending Marshall University.
And as many of you know, college is very expensive,
even at a State-supported university.

| am a graduate of West Virginia
University, and | have worked for Wl ker Machi nery,
Caterpillar dealer in this area for 27 years since
graduati on.

One of our major markets, is the selling
of Caterpillar earth-nmoving equi prent to the coal
and surface mning industry.

Wal ker Machi nery enpl oys nearly 600
people. And a strong coal industry is necessary for
our conpany, because it enabl es our conpany to
provi de 600 hi gh-paying jobs, for sone very highly
skill ed people that support our equiprment in the
m ni ng i ndustry.

You hear over and over in the press that
m ni ng enpl oynent is down, and yes, direct mining
enpl oynent is down. But what you don't hear, is that
a lot of those jobs -- nmany of those jobs, are not
directly done by the coal industry to support their

operations, are now done by the conpanies that offer
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vendor services to the mning industry. And we are
one of those conpanies.

| amthe ol dest of three boys. W
nother is a retired schoolteacher, and ny father is a
retired steelwrker. M brothers and | all graduated
from State-supported universities.

Upon graduation, | was the only one that
found enploynent in this state, and wi thout the
m ni ng i ndustry, and ny conpany's role in supporting
that industry, | would have had to have left the
state, also.

Because of the mning, | have been able
to acconplish what nost of us wish to acconplish in
our lives; own a hone, raise a famly, send your
children to coll ege.

| hope to continue to be able to do
t hat.

| know that many of you nmarvel, just as
| do, at the retail growmh at Corridor G | have
of ten wondered where the people and the nobney cones
fromto support that |evel of growh.

Well, | don't think that it is com ng
fromthe nunber of manufacturing jobs that we may

have been able to attract to this state in the |ast
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decade, it comes from m ni ng wages, and the compani es
that support that industry.

Thank you.

MR CHAIRVMAN:  Warren Hilton.

MR, H LTON. Thank you, gentlenan, for
your time today, and nma' am

Two nma' ams, | didn't see you

Thank you all for com ng out today.

My nane is Warren Hilton.

| am from Beckl ey, West Virginia.

| ama very strict environmentalist.

| see an awful |ot of mouths drop, at
that point.

| do appreciate very nmuch the people
that have spoken here today, the environnental people
that have conme out and spoken what they feel.

| also appreciate these coal mners that
have cone out today.

| will give you just a little bit of
hi story, my conpany, ny famly, was involved in the
coal business since the early 50's.

We had over 1,000 people working in
di fferent kinds of businesses, such as farmng

cattl e business, the real estate business,
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conveni ence stores, hotels, tinber business, sporting
good, hardware store, horse business, construction
busi ness, and excavati on busi ness, and yes, also, we
do a little mning.

Si nce Jay Rockefeller introduced the
Reach Back Bill in 1992, Federal regulations -- over
regul ations -- of the mining industry, have taken us
from1, 000 enpl oyees, sone of which worked for ne
that are sitting out in this roomtoday -- quite a
few of them-- we're down to 33.

Al 1 ask you people to do is use a
l[ittle common sense. W have 105 State and Federa
regul atory agencies | ooking after m ning.

VWhat we need is two, or three nore, the
environmentalists will get their way, we can nove our
ki ds out of here, we can quit worrying about security
for our kids and our jobs.

We just want a place for our kids to
work. We want some kind of security, some kind of
thing Iike you gentlenman have -- and | adi es.

You have a little security in your
futures and what you are doing. That is all we are
asking for.

Today is a good day. You are |istening
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to us, and | want to give you just a slight bit of
hi story.

There was an Admiral, in the Japanese
Navy nanmed, Yamanoto.

He was the guy on the flagship that
bonbed Pearl Harbor. He said -- after he finished on
Pear| Harbor Day -- we have awoken a sl eeping giant.

| thank the environnentalists today for
bei ng out here, but | think you nostly for waking the
sl eeping giant.

Thank you.

MR. CHAI RVAN:  That was actually the
| ast card | had for speakers.

W do have about 15 minutes before this
eveni ng sessi on was planned to end.

Does anyone el se wi sh to speak now, or
woul d you rather wait for the evening session?

(No response.)

MR CHAIRVAN: | would like to thank you
everyone for comng out this afternoon.

Again, | will rem nd you that we are
havi ng anot her session this evening from7 to 11

The doors will open at 6:15, for

regi stration.
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Thanks agai n, and have a good afternoon.

(Hearing adjourns.)
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STATE OF WEST VIRA NI A, To-wit:

I, Mchele G Hankins, a Notary Public and
Court Reporter within and for the State aforesaid, do
hereby certify that the testi nony of said hearing was
taken by nme and before nme at the tinme and pl ace
specified in the caption hereof.

| do further certify that said hearing was
correctly taken by ne in stenotype notes, that the
same was accurately transcribed out in full and
reduced to typewiting, and that said transcript is a
true record of the testinony.

| further certify that | amneither attorney
or counsel for, nor related to or enployed by, any of
the parties to the action in which these proceedings
were had, and further | amnot a relative or enpl oyee
of any attorney or counsel enployed by the parties
hereto or financially interested in the action.

My conmi ssion expires the 29th day of Decenber
2003.

G ven under ny hand and seal this 29th day of

August 2003.

M chel e G Hanki ns
Not ary Public
Court Reporter



